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you are meant to be.”   – St. Therese of Lisieux
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Andrew Cooper Joins 
SJNCS as Dean

SJNCS was excited to 
welcome Andrew Cooper  

and his family to campus  
this summer. Andrew serves  

as an additional dean and two of  
his children are new students here. He and his  
wife, Kennia are blessed with three children:  
Julian, who is a freshman at Knoxville Catholic High 
School, and Sofia and Santiago, who are in sixth 
grade and PK4, respectively. Born and raised in 
Asheville, NC, Andrew worked for Mitchell County 
Schools in Bakersville, NC, before assuming the role 
of Director of Development and Admissions at St. 
Mary’s Catholic School in Johnson City. He served as 
Principal at St. Dominic Catholic School in Kingsport, 
TN, before joining the SJNCS staff this summer.

St. John Neumann Catholic 
Church and School 

Welcomes Fr. Bo Beaty

In July, St. John Neumann 
was blessed with a new 
priest, Fr. Bo Beaty. Born  
and raised in Jamestown, TN,  

Fr. Bo was ordained just before 
he started at SJN. He serves 

as Parochial Vicar and some of his 
responsibilities include the youth and young 

adult ministry, RCIA, and serving on the school 
advisory board. We are thrilled to have Fr. Bo as  
part of the SJN community!

Welcome to SJN



The mission of St. John  
Neumann Catholic School is to:

Serve God with loving hearts
Joyfully embrace our Catholic faith, and
Nurture individual and academic excellence

“I love SJNCS because all of the 
teachers and staff are nice and happy.” 

- Adaline Metz (2nd Grader)

“With grace and love, the staff and 
teachers of SJNCS develop the mind, 

body, and soul of each student. 
The school community’s warm and 
welcoming atmosphere drives every 

student’s desire to learn.” 
- Matt and Stephanie Coleman 

(SJNCS Parents)

•  Total enrollment of 405 students 
 (PreK3-8th grade)

•  24% people of color (16%  
of which are Hispanic) 

• 6 languages spoken at homes
•  91% Catholic
•  53% female / 47% male

FACTS & FIGURES

MISSION
STATEMENT



“We have been members of St. John Neumann parish since 2008 and all six of our children have attended the school. 
Part of our joy is worshipping at Mass with so many who have been at SJN so much longer than we have. A strong 
fabric exists between the church, school, rectory, convent, and all the ministries and volunteer groups. The students 
are situated right in the middle of all of this. They receive sacraments with their peers and they attend Mass twice 

a week with clergy who have dedicated their lives to something greater than themselves. In a world of turmoil, 
it’s comforting to know young people at SJN are not cut off  from these timeless blessings.” 

- Matthew & Krista McGrath (SJNCS Parents and Owners of SJN Corporate Sponsor, Huntington Learning Center)



Keeping our children safe

“Two years ago, we were in search of a school that would not only challenge our daughters academically, but 
also wouldn’t compromise their Catholic faith and values. We ended up moving to Knoxville and enrolling them 

at SJNCS. The faculty, staff , and students were very welcoming and supportive and made them feel at home. 
SJNCS has exceeded our expectations by providing a terrifi c education while helping our girls grow in the faith.” 

- Tim and Celia Ramirez (SJNCS Parents)

Annual Fund gifts help make it possible for us to have a full-time offi cer 
on-site from the Knox County Sheriff’s Offi ce.



“We love our SJNCS community! 
Sammy looks forward to school everyday. 

The teachers and staff know him by 
name and they are invested in his faith 

and academics”. - Jameson and Tyra 
Mattingly (SJNCS Parents)





Just over $133,000 was raised at the 2024 
“Off to the Races” Derby Auction. This year’s 
event was a record year for attendance and 

the amount of money raised.

Students and donors contributed just over 
$42,000 during the 2024 Musting Mania event. 

Mustang Mania is a day full of fun activities, and 
it is the culmination of fundraising contests 

in which students participate.

Thank you to all our “Off to the Races” Derby Auction and Mustang Mania donors!

Our two premier annual fundraisers are the “Off to the Races” Derby Auction (for grown-ups) and 
Mustang Mania (for students). The funds raised from the two events in 2024 were designated to gym and 
cafeteria upgrades, including a new curtain for the stage, a gym divider, new cafeteria tables, and more.

$133,000 $42,000

Special Events

$42,000

“I really love being at Saint John Neumann. Our sense of community, commitment to faith, and high 
academic standards make it a great place to work and learn” - Mr. Eckstein (SJNCS Teacher)



“Going to SJNCS was the best decision of my life. 
I have amazing friends and teachers, and can be 

involved in so many sports. I love that I can learn 
about my faith while learning social studies, 

math, theatre, and other subjects.” 
- Will Chandler (6th Grader)



Throughout the year, students give 
generously to a variety of charitable 
causes (some of which are listed 
below), totaling several thousands 
of dollars in cash donations, food 
supplies, and other needs.
• SJN St. Vincent de Paul Society
• LaFollette Food Life Services 
• Sacred Hearts School in Lahaina, HI 
• Under the Bridge Ministries 
• Catholic Charities of East TN 
• Children with Hair Loss

Students provide this support 
through fundraising initiatives 
such as out-of-uniform days, 
penny wars, canned food drives, 
and Mustang Give donations on 
Holy Days.

Student Giving

“We are so grateful to send our kids to 
SJNCS because quite simply, it felt like home 

the minute we first walked in the door. 
Four years later, we still feel how beautifully 
the Holy Spirit moves throughout the school 
and beyond. We feel confident knowing that 
our kids are growing in knowledge and faith 

and are surrounded by love each day;
 it is all we prayed for and more.”

 - Adam and Rachel Heller (SJNCS Parents)



“We love that our daughter goes to SJNCS because she is happy there and she enjoys her after-school band 
practice. There’s no other school she would want to attend; that’s why we continue to support SJNCS because 

if she’s happy, we are happy.” - Leo and May Lamsen (SJNCS Parents)



Ken and Joan  
Clevenger

Jesse and Diana  
Domeracki

Karen Larson

Darrell and Leslie 
Freeze

Mark and Anita  
O’Halla – In Honor  
of Father Joe

Mark E. Smith  
Foundation

Bob and Renda  
Zielke

John and Mary Baker Walt and Robin Hanson Brian and Tessa Tonne

Anonymous

James Barker

Kirtis and Cassandra 
Brice – For Campus 
Security to keep all safe

Bruce and Donna 
Damrow – In Honor of 
the Talley Family

Steve and Ali Dekanich

The Dill Family

Donovan Family

George Dorsey

Dan Drapp

Andy and Stephanie 
Greiner

Justin and Meredith 
Johnson

Leonard Lamsen

Deacon Jim Lawson

Michael and Jenny 
Martinez 

Jordan Mullins – In 
Memory of Anthony 
Inklebarger

Kathy Perry

Phan Family

Judy Pickering – In 
Memory of Ellen Clancy 
Pickering and Stanley 
Harold Pickering 
(Penelope Brewer’s 
great grandparents)

Tim and Celia Ramirez

Patrick and Anna Wade 
– In Memory of Mom

Joanne Perkins Behnke

Bob and Lisa Beldyk 

Cindy Carpenter 

Jeff and Nancy 
Chapman 

Carol Curry

Carol Dawson

Bill and Marilyn 
Derbyshire

Brian and Jeanette 
Fuller

Rick and Katie Garner

Mark and Michelle 
Geller

Alex and Charlene 
Hellman

Steve and Mary Marlowe

Lucas and Jenny Moss

Clarabelle Remeta

Michael and Amy 
Souders

David and Annette 
Sydes – In Honor  
of Annabella Sydes

Deacon Mark and 
Donna Syler

Stephen and  
Meredith Tonks

Jules Wade – In  
Memory of Ann Wade

St. John Neumann Society ($5,000 or more)

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Society ($2,500-$4,999)

Trinity Circle ($1,000-$2,499)

Principal’s Circle ($500-$999)

DONORS & 
SPONSORS





Anonymous

Anonymous – In Honor of Julie Warren

Deacon Shawn and Ann Ballard

Ronnie and Susan Barnes – In Honor 
of Eli Martinez

Keri and James Bentley, Jr. 

Grandparents of Addison and Eli Gray

Corey and Bethany Brown

Claudette Buccola

Mark and Rosemary Calvert

Karen Carr

Cindy Chan

Joan Clayton

Mary Cocumelli – In Honor of  
Flynn Walsh

Donna Collins

David and Tara Cotten

Kathleen Dorman – In Honor  
of my nephews

Michelle Dougherty

Mary Ellinger – In Honor of  
granddaughters Isla and Farah Fathy

Joel and Sarah Ewan

Mike and Sue Fejes

Nick and Andrea Gentile

Mary Ann Groves – In Memory  
of Richard P. Groves

Tabitha Hasty – In Memory  
of Larry Lee Metz

Adam and Rachel Heller

Isaacs Family

Brian and Melanie Kline

Kerri Kor

SJNCS Office Staff – In  
Memory of Ann Wade

Hyunji Lee – In Honor of  
Mrs. Chapman

Jason and Kelly Leonard

Charlene Lijana – In Honor  
of Parker and Paisley Dimmitt

Teresa Long

Matthew and Krista McGrath –  
In Honor of Malachi and his  
older sisters and brother

Dr. Kelly Mechelke

Kristin Moroney – In Honor  
of Sister Resty

Knick and Stephanie Myers  
In Memory of John Austin Henderson

George Nelson, Sr. – In Honor  
of Madi and PJ Oates

Michelle and Peyton Oates

Mike and Monica Odom

Jack and Kathy Passafuime

Raymond and Lynda Pekowski –  
In Honor of Max, Stefania &  
Celeste Gallo

Eric and Amanda Perry

John and Cheryl Priano

Meredith S. Reda

Daniel and Audrey Riddle – In  
Honor of Dylan and James Riddle

Lisa Rochelle

Trish Russell

Jeremy Sanders – In Honor of  
Oliver, Milo and Mason Phan

David and Rebecca Scharer

Mary Lou Shivinsky – In Memory  
of Dave Shivinsky

Harold and Diana Schukman

Seth and Lisa Sinclair

Dan and Jenny Swanson

John Szajkowski

Joanne Walsh

Mustang Circle ($100-$499)

This report honors the individuals who made contributions to the SJNCS Annual Fund between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024. 
This list only recognizes the Annual Fund donors; it does not include Mustang Mania donors, auction donors, or donors from any 
other initiatives. If your Annual Fund gift was omitted or inaccurately recognized, please accept our sincere apology. If you do 
notice such an oversight, please contact Patrick Wade at 865-777-3410 or pwade@sjnknox.org so we may correct our records. 



“Our transition to SJNCS has felt like nothing short of God’s will. The boys feel welcomed every 
day and the teachers, staff , and fellow students are truly an extension of our family. Fr. Joe’s dedication 

to the school, guidance in life and faith, and ability to remember everyone’s name is amazing!” 
- Charlie and Filipina Phan (SJNCS Parents)



Anonymous

Doug Ashworth – In Honor 
of Ethan Ashworth

Michele Baker – In Honor  
of the Class of 2023

Michael and Amanda Below

Davis and Amy Bodie – In 
Honor of Joe and Chloe 
England

Dionne Boswell – In Honor 
of Dylan Boswell

Bret and Deborah Brickner

Brian and Judy Briody

Thomas Butcher

Glenn and Phyllis Cada –  
In Honor of Jonathan  
Leichman

Cristina Carbajo and  
Alan Barker

JM Carlson – In Honor of 
Mark ’23, Stephen ’21, and 
David Carlson ‘19

John and Danielle Chandler 
–In Honor of Will Chandler

Thomas and Melissa Cox

Jane Cumpston

Mel Cygan

Jim and Charlotte Davis – 
In Honor of Amelia and 
Lilliana Reddington 

Jeff Elliott

Irina Ellsworth

Stacey Franks

Clara Freeberg

Tedeschi Freer – In  
Honor of Everest Freer

Juan Gonzalez

Brian and Renee Hamling

Alana and William Hayes

Elizabeth and Andy Hebert 
– In Honor of Chris Hebert

Stephen and Joanna Highet

Carol Hilliger

Leia Lawson – In Honor of 
Gianna Mckenzie

Donna Magun

Shannon and Beth  
McDonald – In Honor of 
June and David Wade

Rick and Elizabeth McGill 
– In Honor of Olivia Kate 
McGill

Carson and Greta McKown 
– In Honor of Donovan and 
Damian McKown

Mary Metz – In Honor of 
Annabelle and Adaline Metz

Gretchen Micio

Donna Mobley – In Honor  
of Addison Tanner

Mallory Nygard

Mike and Cindy Patel

Charles Payne

Deborah Pennie

Joe and Amanda Pflanz

Jake and Christa Reed

Claude Renfro

Lisa and Aaron Salzenstein

Sean and Danielle  
Sanderson

David and Mallory Sanders

Todd and Dana Schott – In 
Honor of Emily Claire Schott

Mark and Dorothy Scrock

Barbara Smith

Elizabeth Sowers and  
Josh Tanner – In Honor  
of Addison Tanner

James and Christina 
Spadaro

Allison Stump

Katie Waller – In Honor  
of Benton Waller

Adelajda Zareba

SouthEast Bank
O’Rourke Orthodontics
Maid Brigade of Knoxville
Knoxville Pediatric  
Associates, 
Amanda Perry, CPNP
TN Orthopaedic Clinics, 
Dr. Tim Renfree
Lisa Sinclair/Slyman  
Real Estate
Jenny Martinez  
Photography
Knights of Columbus, Ted 
H. Denning Council 8781
Huntington Learning Center
Knoxville Catholic High 
School

SJNCS PTMO
Blaze Pizza
Sync Communications
Lenoir City Animal Clinic
P.C., Myers Bros. Holdings
Water Into Wine
The Perfect Chair
Knoxville Orthodontics, 
Dr. Kristen Knierim and  
Dr. Eric Hatten
Hello Garage
Owings, Wilson & Coleman
Innate Wellness,  
Dr. Chris Talley

NerdsToGo Knoxville
University Orthopedic  
Surgeons, 
Brian M. Tonne, M.D.
Annette Sydes, Realty  
Executives
Southland Realty
RMS Energy
Edward Jones, 
Deric A. Runge, AAMS
Dos Agaves Mexican Grill
Source One Furniture
Robert Rust, NCC, 
Bosco Counseling
Zelvin Security
Three Roots Capital

Glass Pros
Don Gallo Mexican Grill
William B. Brewer II,  
Attorney at Law
Mind and Body Wellness
Willis Towers Watson 
Broker/Advisor, The Milam 
Family
John W. Toliver III
Loki Nets USA
Pentalux
McClellan Davis, LLC
Premier Surgical Vascular 
and Vein Center,  
Dr. Stephen Tonks
Towns Toffee

DONORS & SPONSORS

Sponsors

Green & White Circle (up to $99)



“We’ve been part of the SJN family for 12 years, and it continues to get better each year. The school’s 
commitment to excellence and its emphasis on creativity have truly helped our daughter thrive.” 

- Dr. Josh Loebner and Sarah Loebner (SJNCS Parents)
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“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God for 
what He is sending us every day in His goodness.” – St. Gianna Beretta Molla

625 ST. JOHN COURT • KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

Congratulations to the class of 2024!

To learn about other ways to give to SJNCS, or for questions about the SJNCS Annual Fund, please contact 
Patrick Wade, Director of Development (and proud SJNCS Dad) 865-777-3410 or pwade@sjnknox.org

Visit sjnknox.org/annualfund to give online.
Thank you for your support!


