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“Let us not love with words or speech, but with actions and in truth.”
— I John 3:18
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SAINT JOHN NEUMANN
CATHOLIC SCHOQOOL

Dear

We hope this letter finds you doing well.

We are thrilled to kick off another school year and we are grateful for the blessing of our wonderful students and the
many families, donors, and friends who support our school. One of the most special characteristics that defines our SIN
family — and for which we consider ourselves most fortunate —is how incredibly generous our families, donors, and
friends are. Every aspect of every student’s experience at SIN has been made possible and improved by selfless gifts of
time, donations, love, and prayers. Finally, we are excited to present this year’s Annual Fund Report.

What exactly is the Annual Fund?

Annual Fund gifts are unrestricted funds directed where the need is greatest, creating opportunities for learning and
discovery, providing scholarships for students who need them, and giving the school flexibility to take advantage of
emerging opportunities and respond to unanticipated needs and challenges. Your support of the Annual Fund enables
us to provide every student the highest quality education and faith development experience. An overwhelming
number of families and donors give to our Annual Fund, for which we are very thankful. We ask you to prayerfully
consider joining these families and donors, or continue to give if you have already done so.

Every student benefits from the Annual Fund in the following two ways:

1. The quality of education we provide all students today is made possible in part by Annual Fund gifts made
in the past.

2. Tuition alone does not cover the actual cost of any SIN student’s education (as is the case at most Catholic
schools). Therefore, Annual Fund gifts make a significant difference in bridging the gap between tuition and
the actual cost of education... for every student.

Additionally, thanks to the support of generous donors, approximately 30% of SINCS families receive some form of
financial assistance in a given year, enabling us to fulfill our calling to provide a Catholic school education to those who
could otherwise not afford it.

Again, thanks to the generous support of SIN families, donors, and friends, our culture of giving continues to grow, and
as a result, our students continue to thrive.

We invite you to read the enclosed Annual Fund Report, and we ask that you continue to lift our work through your
prayers and by making a gift to the Annual Fund. Thank you for your support, and thank you for helping us achieve St.
John Neumann Catholic School’s mission to Serve God with loving hearts, Joyfully embrace our Catholic faith, and
Nurture individual and academic excellence.

Yours in Christ,

1R\ Pkt focdethe, P9

Fr. Joe Reed Dr. Kelly Mechelke
Pastor Principal
Dr. Kelly Mechelke, Principal Accredited by: 625 St. John Court
Rev. Joseph Reed, Pastor Tennessee Deparmment of Education Farragut, TN 37934
AdvancED Improvement Network www.sjncs-knox.org

Roman Catholic Diocese of Knoxville (865)777-0077



The Claude Melli Leadership Suite

Claude Melli, born to a farming family in Constantine, Algeria in 1929, enjoyed a long and prosperous
career as an agronomist, farmer, and business owner. His aptitude for success in business was rooted in
a strong work ethic, enthusiastic attitude, and a commitment to improving himself through education. In
addition to his zest for entrepreneurship, Claude was passionate about his family, friends, travel, and a
variety of interests that fulfilled his desire for a vibrant, active lifestyle. Claude passed away in December
2021, but his legacy endures through an endowment gifted to St. John Neumann Catholic School by Lydia
Melli, his wife of 45 years.

Lydia is passionate about the lasting impact education can make on one’s life, as it did for her and Claude.
Growing up in Morocco, she, too, came from a farming family, and her mother was a teacher. Lydia
studied to be a teacher in college and taught young girls in Morocco for a short period early in her life.

Shortly after Claude passed away, Lydia thought that a gift to St. John Neumann Catholic School would be
a fitting tribute to him and a symbol of his belief in the everlasting value of education. She decided to
establish an endowment that would provide financial assistance to students as well as resources for
teachers’ salaries and professional development. In recognition of this endowment gift, the school
leadership suite has been named in memory of Claude.

“Claude was a firm believer, as am |, that
education is the key that can unlock countless
doors," said Lydia. “Education, and particularly the
wonderful teachers we were blessed with in our
lives, made a lasting impact on us and our family.
My intentions with this gift are to remove barriers
for students wishing to receive a Catholic school
education, and to provide resources that will help
SINCS continue to recruit, retain, and develop the
best possible teachers for its students.”

Fr. Joe Reed, Pastor of St. John Neumann Catholic
Church and School, said of the Claude Melli
endowment, “One thing | love about this gift is
that it supports the full spectrum of the

educational experience, providing opportunity for .-

both students and teachers to learn, grow, and

thrive. The faculty, staff, and students of St. John Photo of the Claude Melli Leadership Suite, which was
Neumann are grateful for Lydia’s thoughtfulness dedicated in July during a gathering of Melli family
and generosity, and we are honored that our members and SIN parish and school representatives.

school leadership suite is now adorned with
Claude’s name and magnified by his legacy.”

please contact Patrick Wade, Director of Development at pwade@sjnknox.org or

(865)777-3410. To give online, please visit sjnknox.org/give.

T To learn how you can give to St. John Neurnann Catholic Church or School,




FACTS & FIGURES

» Total Enrollment of 424 students
PreK3-8th grade

* 23% People of Color (97)
* 16% Hispanic (66)
« 7 Languages spoken at homes

» 92% Catholic (391) /
8% Non-Catholic (33)

* 51% Female (218) /
49% Male (206)

MISSION
STATEMENT

The mission of St. John
Neumann Catholic School is to:

Serve God with loving hearts
Joyfully embrace our Catholic faith, and
Nurture individual academic excellence

“I'm both honored and proud
to contribute to SINCS. The
administration, faculty, and staff
are top notch. SINCS is fulfilling
its mission in educating children
in mind, body, and spirit! They will
be well equipped as they go forward
to serve in this world!”

— Dr. Chris O’Rourke (SJNCS Donor)

“I love seeing the Sisters
and giving them hugs.”
— Eli Martinez (Ist Grader)




A special thank you from SINCS

Make a $25 donation to the SINCS Annual Fund
and receive a commemorative SJN Christmas
ornament (there is a limited supply).

This ornament was created by an artist in Haiti
(Makenson, who is in this photo). The funds
used to purchase the ornaments help support
Makenson and his family.
The ornament is metallic
and made from
recycled materials;
it is approximately

Donors will pick up their ornament(s) at
the school office. Deadline to participate
is December 11th (or while supplies last)!

Thank you to all
our donors.

Many donors made
contributions last year to
increase our funding for

a daily, full-time officer
from the Knoxville County
Sheriff’'s Office.
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My name is Kelly Mechelke.
I’m honored to be the principal
at St. John Neumann Catholic
School (SINCS). | come to
you with 20 years’ experience

in education. | have been a

teacher, curriculum coordinator,

principal, president and more on

my career journey that has prepared and led me

to SUNCS. Our Catholic faith is a cherished gift |

received from my parents and have loved making it

not only a part of my life, but my career as well.

My belief and investment in Catholic education was
also a part of my family life. Both of my sons attended
Catholic School from preschool through high school.
My husband and | enjoy the beauty that God has
made by riding our motorcycles and hiking in almost
all of our beautiful 50 United States. This riding is
what has led us to fall in love with East TN.

LR ITETHR TR
HARTISM -
I CONFIRMATION ‘l

As | look forward to this new school year, the staff
and | are working to ensure an excellent education
filled with rigor and joy continues at SUNCS. | believe
in educating the whole child, mind, body, & spirit. We
are blessed that we can incorporate faith in all the
learning so our SINCS students are prepared to be
leaders during high school and beyond.

The families and staff here have impressed me with
their dedication to our student body. It takes all of us
to ensure that the students are ready to embrace the
world and lead us to an excellent future. | appreciate
the “team” work between home and school in this
community. | look forward to getting to know all of you.
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‘ I Fundraising

Thank you to all our “Off to the Races” Derby Auction and Mustang Mania donors!

Our two premier annual fundraisers are the “Off to the Races” Derby Auction (for grown-ups) and
Mustang Mania (for students). The funds raised from the two events in 2023 were combined to purchase
Chromebooks for the elementary school and a brand new, integrated sound system for the gym.
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68,000 *42,000
Just over $68,000 was raised at the 2023 Students and donors contributed just over
“Off to the Races” Derby Auction. The $42,000 during the 2023 Mustang Mania event.
funds raised are a result of ticket sales, Mustang Mania is a day full of fun activities
sponsorships, donation of auction items, and the culmination of a variety of fundraising
and the “Raise the Paddle” feature. contests in which students participate.

“We're so grateful for the S]N teachers who not only provide an excellent education for Annie
and Owen, but also lead them on a path that will impact them for the rest of their lives.”
— Lucas and Jenny Moss (Jenny is an SJN school nurse)




y favorite thing about
SJN is the community.
You cannot walk into
the building without
seeing a warm smile

‘M
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and feeling welcomed.”
— Reagan Marlowe

(8th Grader)




Throughout the school year,
SJN students give generously
to a variety of charitable causes.
Some examples of charities

our students have supported
include the SJN St. Vincent de
Paul Society, LaFollette Food
Life Services, Bethany Christian
Services, Catholic Charities

“As a student, St. John Neumann Catholic
School was special to me because I always
felt a part of a community where I was
surrounded by love. Now as a teacher,

SJN is special because I get to return that
same love and share my faith alongside
the most positive, supportive, and caring

community!” — Ms. Mary Iverson

(SJNCS Alumna and Ist Grade Teacher)

of East TN, 2nd Harvest Food
Bank, and Children with Hair
Loss.

Students provide this support
through fundraising initiatives
such as out of uniform days,
penny wars, canned food
drives, and more.



“We have found a true community in SINCS. Our kids have grown not only academically but
in faith as well. We love supporting our school and continuing to forge lasting friendships.”
— Jennifer and Jonathan Dzermejko (Jennifer is the SINCS PTMO President)

“We love having our 5th and /st grader at S]N because we believe in the mission of the
school and have seen what a loving and encouraging community it has provided for our
whole family. We're looking forward to all of the great experiences to come!”

— Ben and Melissa Barnett (Melissa is the new school Athletic Director)




DONORS &
SPONSORS

St. John Neumann Society ($5,000 or more)

Ken and Joan Cleavenger
The Domeracki Family
Darrell and Leslie Freeze

Karen Larson
Mark and Anita O’Halla
Robert and Renda Zielke

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Society ($2,500-$4,999)

Andy and Stephanie Greiner
Michael and Jenny Martinez
John and Jennifer McEnery

Matt and Laura Sturgill
Brian and Tessa Tonne

Trinity Circle ($1,000-$2,499)

John and Mary Baker
James and Vonna Barker
Steve and Ali Dekanich
Vaughn and Chrysta Dill
Dan Drapp and Sue Fisher
Walt and Robin Hanson
Leo and May Lamsen
Deacon Jim Lawson

Steve and Mary Marlowe

Jesse and Bridget McClellan
John Menna

Cameron and Elizabeth Norris
Bryan and Ann Pabst

Tom and Kathy Perry

Thang Phan

Mark E. Smith Foundation

Patrick and Anna Wade —
In Memory of Mom

Principal’s Circle ($500-$999)

Joanne Perkins Behnke
Bob and Lisa Beldyk

Cindy Carpenter — In Honor
of the Heller children

Christos and Xrisanthe Christopoulos
Carol Curry

Bruce and Donna Damrow —
In Honor of the Talley Family

Mark and Aileen Edmands
Teddy’s Rough Riders

Rick and Katie Garner
Alex and Charlene Hellman
Ron Hornung

Joe and Tara Hurley

David and Amy Isenberg

Tim and Celia Ramirez — In Honor
of SJIN faculty and staff

Clarabelle Remeta

Barbara Rothrock

Phil and Andrea Russell

Michael and Amy Souders
Deacon Marquis and Donna Syler
Ben and Ashlee Szelag

Raymond and Nancy Vedder — In
Honor of William and Shirley Vedder

Jules and Ann Wade
Bill and Janet Wicke



Anonymous

Damon and Robin Andersen
Deacon Shawn and Ann Ballard
Jim and Judy Bentley

Megan and Matt Besche — In Honor
of Keira and Maia Besche

Patrick and Erika Biddix — In Honor
of Father Joe’s commitment to the
students of SUN

David and Eileen Bowen — In Honor
of Eli and Addison Gray

Corey and Bethany Brown
Michael and Kristin Cabage
Mark and Rosemary Calvert

Walsh and Cocumelli — In Honor
of Flynn Walsh

Matthew and Stephanie Coleman
Cotten Family
Carol Dawson

Juliana Dompkowski — In Honor
of Thomas Dompkowski

Kathleen Dorman — In Memory
of Shaun Dorman 2002-2022
beloved nephew

Dan and Leilani Doyle

Sue Fejes

Mark and Michelle Geller
Nick and Andrea Gentile
Juan and Amada Gonzalez

Mary Ann Groves —
In Memory of Dick Groves

Hearnsberger Family

Mustang Circle ($100-$499)

Andy and Liz Hebert
Adam and Rachel Heller
Bill and Karen Hopwood

Kristie Hopwood — In Honor
of Keeton Hearnsberger

Gary and Christie Hubbard
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Jugan
Zachary and Rebekah Kramer
Ashley Lawrence

Hyunju Lee

Jason and Kelly Leonard
Charlene Lijana

Taylor and Allison Locke

Scott and Kerri Manning

Rita Mardini

Matthew and Krista McGrath —
In Honor of the McGrath family

Lucas and Jenny Moss

Knick and Stephanie Myers —
In Memory of Harold Stockhoff

Peyton and Michelle Oates

Meredith Oravitz —
In Honor of John Bathe

Jack Passafiume

Dr. Phil and Carol Perkins

Eric and Amanda Perry

Hoang Nguyen and Tuyet Pham
The Rochelle Family

Dani and Sean Sanderson

David and Rebecca Scharer

Stefan and Susane Schneider
Donald and Sheila Schreyer
Harry and Diane Schukman
Mark and Dorothy Scrock
Maria Senra

Eric Serio

Will and Maria Silverberg
Seth and Lisa Sinclair
Christina and James Spadaro
Camille and Phil Spampinato
Tony and Renee Stempkowski
David and Annette Sydes
John and Lynne Szajkowski
Chris and Sabrina Talley

John and Sarah Toliver

Romano and Hillary Vlastelica —
In Honor of Mr. Derbyshire

Chris and Milli Warren
John and Andrea White

Lindsey White

This report honors the individuals who made contributions to the SINCS Annual Fund between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023
(including donations to the SINCS campus security initiative). This list only recognizes the Annual Fund donors; it does not
include Mustang Mania donors, auction donors, or donors from any other initiatives. If your Annual Fund gift was omitted or

inaccurately recognized, please accept our sincere apology. If you do notice such an oversight, please contact Patrick Wade
at 865-777-3410 or pwade@sjnknox.org so we may correct our records.
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J Brigade

Join us for Breakfast, lunch or Dinner!

Edward Jones Bosco Counseling
«.because you're ready!
Deric A Runge, AAMS™
Financial Advisor Spiritually Informed Therapy
2907 Decatur Hwy Marriage - Family - Individual
Kingston, TN 37763
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Nationally Centified Counselor
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BoscoCounseling.com
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Knoxville Pediatric Associates, P.C.

AMANDA R. PERRY, CPNP

ALDERMAN-WARD 1
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Hello Garage

Flooring, Storage & More

HelloGarage.com | 865-518-6001

PROUD SJN FAMILY

TIMOTHY J. RENFREE, MD

HAND, SHOULDER. ELBOW &
WRIST SPECIALIST
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TENNESSEE
ORTHOPAEDIC
CLINICS

THE TOWER AT PRRKWEST
865/600.48¢1
WWW.TOCDOCS.COM
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MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS

Branded Apparel | Graphic Design | Printed Materials

Promotional Preducts | Warehousing | Fulfillment
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University

I Orthopedic Surgeons

Brian M. Tonne, M.D.

(865) 546-2663

www.uosortho.com

- The Tidders



DONORS & SPONSORS

Anonymous

Ajit Ajayaghosh
Charles Beeler
Robert & Naomi Berlin

Carlos Bernal and Gabriella Paz-Pacheco

Carol Brainard

Ryan Cook — In Honor of
Keaton and Katie Schreiber

Denise Doktycz

SouthEast Bank
O’Rourke Orthodontics
Maid Brigade of Knoxuville

Knoxville Pediatric Associates,
Amanda Perry, CPNP

TN Orthopaedic Clinics,
Dr. Tim Renfree

Lisa Sinclair/Slyman Real Estate
Jenny Martinez Photography

Knights of Columbus,
Ted H. Denning Council 8781

Huntington Learning Center

Knoxville Catholic High School
SINCS PTMO
Blaze Pizza

Green & White (up to $99)

Steve and Theresa Dzialo
Tracy and Karen Latham
Jerry and Jane Lubert
Barbara Maples

Mary Metz — In Honor of
Annabelle and Adaline Metz

Donna Mobley — In Honor
of Addison Tanner

Kyle and Amanda Morrison

Sponsors

Sync Communications
Fazoli’'s
Einstein Bros. Bagels

Lenoir City Animal Clinic, P.C.,
Myers Bros. Holdings

Water Into Wine
The Perfect Chair

Knoxville Orthodontics/Dr. Kristen
Knierim and Dr. Monica Ginart

ADS Phoenix

Scott Meyer, Farragut Alderman,
Ward 1

Hello Garage
Owings, Wilson & Coleman
Innate Wellness, Dr. Chris Talley

Jake and Christa Reed
Jamie and Trish Russell
Brett and Teresa Shaffer

Robert Simpson — In Honor
of Ava Holland

Nicole Taylor
Stanley and Nicki White

NerdsToGo of Knoxville

University Orthopedic Surgeons,
Brian M. Tonne, M.D.

Annette Sydes, Realty Executives
Mercedes Benz of Knoxville
Southland Realty

RMS Energy

Edward Jones,
Deric A. Runge, AAMS

Sequence Software
Dos Agaves Mexican Girill
Source One Furniture

Robert Rust, NCC,
Bosco Counseling

Zelvin Security

Matching Gift Donor

Cisco Systems

Grants

St. Mary’s Legacy Foundation of

East Tennessee

Two Eagles Foundation
East Tennessee Foundation



SAINT JOHN NEUMANN
N CATHOLIC SCHOOL

625 ST. JOHN COURT « KNOXVILLE, TN 37934

SJN Ornament Promo!
See inside for details

Congratulations to the recent graduates of SINCS!

To learn about other ways to give to SINCS, or for questions about the SUINCS Annual Fund, please contact
Patrick Wade, Director of Development (and proud SINCS Dad) 865-777-3410 or pwade@sjnknox.org

sjnknox.org/annualfund
Thank you for your continued support!




