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Dear     

We hope this letter finds you doing well.

Hopefully you’ve heard by now that this is a uniquely special year as we celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the founding of St. John Neumann Catholic School. One of the most special characteristics that has 
defined our SJN family over these 25 years – and for which we are most grateful – is how incredibly 
generous our families, donors, and friends are. Every aspect of a student’s experience at SJN has been 
made possible and improved by selfless gifts of time, donations, love, and prayers. 
  
What exactly is the Annual Fund? 
Annual Fund gifts are unrestricted funds directed where the need is greatest, creating opportunities for 
learning and discovery, providing scholarships for students who need them, and giving the school 
flexibility to take advantage of emerging opportunities and respond to unanticipated needs and 
challenges. Your support of the Annual Fund enables us to provide every student the highest quality 
education and faith development experience.

Who benefits from the Annual Fund?
Every student benefits from the Annual Fund in the following two ways:

 1.  The quality of education we provide all students today has been made possible in part by 
      Annual Fund gifts made in the past. 

 2.  Tuition alone does not cover the actual cost of any SJN student’s education (as is the case 
      at most Catholic schools). Therefore, Annual Fund gifts make a significant difference in bridging 
      the gap between tuition and the actual cost of education… for every student. 

Additionally, thanks to the support of generous donors, more than 30% of SJNCS families receive some 
form of financial aid last year, enabling us to fulfill our calling to provide a Catholic school education to 
those who could otherwise not afford it.

Again, thanks to the generous support of SJN families, donors, and friends, our culture of giving 
continues to grow, and as a result, our students continue to thrive.

We invite you to read the enclosed Annual Fund report, and we ask that you continue to lift our work 
through your prayers and by making a gift to the Annual Fund. Thank you for your support and thank you 
for helping make St. John Neumann Catholic School such a special place… for our first 25 years and for 
many years to come.

Yours in Christ,

 Fr. Joe Reed                                                                           Mr. Bill Derbyshire
 Pastor          Principal



An Abundance of Blessings

Endowment Gifts

St. John Neumann Catholic School was 
blessed to receive over $63,000 in Annual 

Fund gifts in 2021 - 2022. Annual Fund gifts 
are instrumental to the success and growth of 
our school as they enable us to provide every 
student the highest quality education and faith 

development experience. 

In addition to Annual Fund support, SJNCS 
received $60,000 in gifts last year designated 
to a variety of specific priorities, one being an 
updated communications system (intercom, 

school bells, and synchronized clocks). 
Another gift was designated to the Learning 

Lab (see the feature on the right).

Finally, two historic gifts – highlighted below 
– were made to the school to establish 
endowment funds for student tuition 

assistance.

Pictured here next to the Kidders’ gift of art are (left to right): 
Elizabeth Hinds, Yvonne Kidder, Fr. Joe Reed, Wisley Kidder, Daniel 
Kidder, and Jon Kidder. Jon and Yvonne Kidder gifted this special 
piece of art to the SJNCS Learning Lab. The artwork was made in 

Haiti and painted by their daughter and SJNCS art teacher, 
Ms. Elizabeth Hinds. Additionally, the Kidders made a donation to 
support Learning Lab services in gratitude for the support that two 

of their sons received when they were students here.

SJNCS recently received two separate gifts to establish endowments for student tuition assistance. An endowment 
is a permanent, self-sustaining source of funding. The endowment assets are invested, and the income earned on 
the investment is applied to the gift’s designation. Both endowment gifts we received are designated to student 
tuition assistance. These generous gifts will change the lives of many SJNCS families for generations to come.

Pictured here are Sally and Alan Sefton, who established 
the Sefton-Ely Memorial Endowment Fund. In recognition 
of their generous gift, the SJNCS music room has been 

named the Alan and Sally Sefton Music Room.

Pictured here is Jack Kawa, who established the John 
F. (Jack) Kawa Endowment Fund. In recognition of his 

generous gift, the SJNCS art room has been named the 
John F. (Jack) Kawa Art Studio. 



Mustang Facts and Figures

SJNCS Mission Statement

• With a student body size of 421, SJNCS begins 
 the 2022-2023 academic year with its 5th 
 consecutive year of increased enrollment.
• Average class size (K-8th) is 20.
• Pre-K student to teacher ratio is 8:1.
• 25% minority population
• 16% Hispanic population
• 90% Catholic / 10% Non-Catholic
• 95% of the SJNCS Class of 2022 attend 
 Knoxville Catholic High School. 
• There are 33 educators on the SJNCS teaching 
 staff, 24 of whom have advanced degrees.

The mission of St. John Neumann Catholic School is to:

Serve God with loving hearts
Joyfully embrace our Catholic faith, and 
Nurture individual and academic excellence.

“We have been grateful to partner with SJNCS for our 
children’s education and faith formation. The 
commitment of the religious sisters, priests, teachers, 
and staff is unmatched! ‘Train the young in the way 
they should go; even when old, they will not swerve 
from it.’ (Proverbs 22:6). We support SJNCS because 
we believe a foundation rooted in faith provides a 
lifetime of growth and flourishing.” 

– Matthew and Krista McGrath



Race for Education and “Off to the Races” Derby Auction

SJNCS holds two premier fundraising 
events each year: the “Off to the 
Races” Derby Auction (presented by 
O’Rourke Orthodontics) and the Race 
for Education. 

Combined, these two events generated a net total of approximately $85,000 last year. The proceeds of the 
events were used to purchase 125 student ChromeBooks and new rubber mulch and fencing for the 
elementary playground. Many thanks to all our donors and sponsors for making these projects possible!





“As parents, we drop off our most precious gifts every morning knowing that they are loved and cared for at 
SJNCS, all the while receiving an incredible education. We give because SJNCS is part of our family. It always 
will be. And families take care of each other.”  

– Will and Maria Silverberg

“We are blessed to have an amazing school like 
SJNCS, and by donating, it allows for our students to 
further grow academically and spiritually.”  

– Marco and Maria Gonzalez

“Donating to SJNCS is a priority of mine as I feel the 
need to give back to the school that has given my 
family so much. It is a way I can show my support for 
the institution that has been an integral part of my 
children’s development, both academically and 
emotionally. SJNCS is more than just a school; it is a 
family. We are so thankful to be a part of it.”   

– Natalie Judy 



‘Suffer the little children that come unto me and forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of God.’ (Luke 
18:16). “We have seen this as the heart of SJNCS and we can’t begin to put into words what this means to us, 
and Caroline’s life here will forever be better because of what it means to her.” 

– Michael and Amy Ayres



Receive a $10 Raffle Ticket for Every $25 You Donate 
to the SJNCS Annual Fund!!

Gifts of $25 increments to the SJNCS Annual Fund will make an even 
greater impact on the lives of our students. 

Your Annual Fund gift is an investment in the future of SJNCS, helping us provide
 our children the best education and faith development experience possible.

For every $25 you donate to the SJNCS Annual Fund, SJNCS will give 
you a Diocese of Knoxville Catholic Schools raffle ticket.

A portion of raffle ticket sales directly benefits SJNCS, and the other portion provides tuition 
assistance to help qualifying families attend Knoxville Catholic Schools (including SJNCS).

Important Details
• Every raffle ticket provides you 16 chances to win a cash prize ranging from $1,000-$5,000, as 
 administered by the Diocese of Knoxville Catholic Schools.
• There is no limit… every $25 you donate to the SJNCS Annual Fund will earn you 1 raffle ticket. 
• The raffle ticket promo only applies to SJNCS Annual Fund gift payments received by 
 December 14th, 2022. While you can make a long-term pledge to the SJNCS Annual Fund 
 (which we appreciate), we can only provide the raffle ticket(s) for actual payments received by 
 December 14th.
• The value of each raffle ticket ($10) is not tax-deductible but the remainder of your donation is.
• PLEASE CHECK THE BOX ON THE ENCLOSED DONATION REPLY ENVELOPE IF YOU WOULD 
 LIKE YOUR RAFFLE TICKET(S). YOU MAY CHECK THE BOX ONLINE IF YOU MAKE YOUR GIFT 
 ON THE ANNUAL FUND DONATION PAGE: sjnknox.org/annualfund  
 



“We give to SJNCS as a thank you to the teachers and 
staff for the incredible education and love they share. 
We are grateful to have such an amazing school that 
has a strong commitment and love for our faith, and a 
passion for sharing it with our children.”  

– Michael and Jenny Martinez



Ken and Joan Clevenger
Mark and Anita O’Halla - In Honor of Fr. Joe

Robert and Renda Zielke

Andy and Stephanie Greiner
John and Jennifer McEnery

Seth and Lisa Sinclair

John and Mary Baker
Steve and Ali Dekanich

Dan Drapp
Randy and Ginger Fisher
Walt and Robin Hanson

Ron Hornung
Leo and May Lamsen

Karen Larson

Bruce and Donna Damrow – In Honor of the Talley Family
Randy and Consuelo Davis

Carol Dawson
Steve and Theresa Dzialo
Bryan and Jeanette Fuller
Nick and Andrea Gentile
Brian and Jayme Kaye
Tim and Jennifer Kuhn

Sam Moser – In Honor of Gabriel Macklin
Clarabelle Remeta

Phil and Andrea Russell
Deacon Marquis and Donna Syler

Jules and Ann Wade
Anonymous

Donors
St. John Neumann Society

Gifts of $5,000 or more

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Society
Gifts of $2,500-$4,999

Trinity Circle
Gifts of $1,000-$2,499

Principal’s Circle
Gifts of $500-$999

Deacon Jim Lawson
Richard and Fran Markiewicz

Steve and Mary Marlowe
Michael and Jenny Martinez

Drs. Barima and Victoria Poku
Patrick and Anna Wade

Bill and Janet Wicke
Anonymous

“Our daughters went through the entire Catholic school K-12 
system. It was worth the financial sacrifice. They received an 
excellent academic education (both earned significant college 
scholarships). More important, this furthered their sense of 
community as Catholics, helping them into adulthood. To the 
extent we can, we want to help other children experience a 
similar joy.”    

– Juan and Amada Gonzalez 



Damon and Robin Andersen 
 – In Honor of Eli and Jack
Alan and Cristina Barker
James and Vonna Barker
Joanne Perkins Behnke
Bob and Lisa Beldyk
Quent and Diane Below
Jim and Judy Bentley
Chad and Tamara Benton 
Matthew and Meghan Besche
Patrick and Erika Biddix
David Bowen 
 – In Honor of Eli and Addison Gray
Corey and Bethany Brown
Mark and Rosemary Calvert
Cindy Carpenter 
 – In Honor of the Heller children
Ray and Cindy Chan
Christopher and Hillary Chandler
Jeff and Nancy Chapman
David and Tara Cotton
Laura and Chris Dimmitt 
 – In Honor of Parker and Paisley
Kathleen Dorman 
 – In Honor of Ruth S. Dorman, Mom of great 
faith
Michelle Dougherty
Brian and Marcy Drummy 
 – In Honor of Lily Drummy
The Rochelle Family
Jason and Kristin Farr
Rick and Katie Garner
Mark and Michelle Geller
Jonathan and Rebecca Givens 
 – In Honor of Leslee
Juan and Amada Gonzales
Rob and Mary Hearnsberger
John and Madeline Hoelzer 
 – In Honor of Maddie and Lila Greiner

Donors
Mustang Circle
Gifts of $100-$499

Kristie Hopwood 
 – In Honor of Keeton Hearnsberger
Mike and Anna Jugan
Jason and Kelly Leonard 
 – In Honor of Josef Leonard
Charlene Lijana
Ernest and Jamie Lisson
Beverly A. Lynch
Donna Mobley 
 – In Honor of Addison Tanner
Lucas and Jenny Moss
Jack and Kathy Passafiume
Dr. Phil and Carol Perkins
Tom and Kathy Perry
Eric and Amanda Perry
Mary Lou Preston 
 – In Memory of Norbert Herding
Christine Roeck
Bryan and Katie Schreiber
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Schreyer
Harry and Diane Schukman
Mark and Dorothy Scrock
Maria Senra
Mary Lou Shivinsky 
 – In Honor of Elise Shivinsky
Phil and Camille Spampinato
Tony and Renee Stempkowski
Dan and Jenny Swanson
John and Lynne Szajkowski
Chris and Sabrina Talley
Paul and Michele Tarricone
John and Sarah Toliver
Raymond and Nancy Vedder 
 – In Memory of William and Shirley Vedder
Ernest Villany
Kevin Walsh and Mary Cocumelli 
 – In Honor of Flynn Walsh
Anonymous

“I am a product of Catholic Schools. I am one of 5 children and I know my parents sacrificed to make sure 
each one of us received a Catholic education. It was important to them that we learned about, practiced, and 
lived our faith. Because of my foundation in Catholic schools provided by my parents, I am the person and 
teacher I am today. I give to SJNCS so that the next generation knows the importance of learning, living, and 
loving their faith.”  

– Michelle Dougherty, SJNCS Learning Lab Coordinator



O’Rourke Orthodontics
Maid Brigade of Knoxville

Knoxville Pediatric Associates/Amanda Perry, CPNP
TN Orthopaedic Clinics/Dr. Tim Renfree 

Lisa Sinclair/Slyman Real Estate
Jenny Martinez Photography

Knights of Columbus, Ted H. Denning Council 8781
Huntington Learning Center 

Knoxville Catholic High School
SouthEast Bank
SJNCS PTMO

East TN Spine and Sport Physical Therapy 
Blaze Pizza

Fazoli’s and Einstein Bagels
Lenoir City Animal Clinic, P.C./Myers Bros. Holdings

Water Into Wine
The Perfect Chair

Knoxville Orthodontics/Dr. Kristen Knierim and Dr. Monica Ginart
ADS Phoenix 

Scott Meyer, Farragut Alderman, Ward 1 
Russell Johnson, Office of the 9th District Attorney General

Hello Garage
Owings, Wilson & Coleman

HealthSource of Knoxville/Dr. Chris Talley
University Orthopedic Surgeons/Brian M. Tonne, M.D.

Two Eagles Foundation
St. Mary’s Legacy Foundation

of East Tennessee

This report honors the individuals who made contributions to the SJNCS Annual Fund between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022. This list 
only recognizes Annual Fund donors; it does not include Race for Education donors, auction donors, or donors from any other initiatives. 
If your Annual Fund gift was omitted or inaccurately recognized, please accept our sincere apology. If you do notice such an oversight, 

please contact Patrick Wade at 865-777-3410 or pwade@sjnknox.org so we may correct our records.

Donors & Sponsors

Matching Gift Donor

Grants

Sponsors
Cisco Systems

Younjaung An and Inki Hong
Michelle Baker 
 – In Honor of the Baker Family
Robert and Naomi Berlin
Christopher Bivens
Karen Carr
Deanene Catani
Roger and Deb Clark
Armida Cobian and Fermin Lopez
Martin Cobian and Blanca Lagos
Denise Doktycz
Dan and Irina Ellsworth
Sharyn Gick 
 – In Honor of Ava and Taylor Holland
Nathan and Denise Halter
Mike and Jai Haluski
Andy and Liz Hebert
Paul and Anne Hughes
Duan Jung and Sangkeun Lee 
 – In Honor of Paul Lee

Tracy and Karen Latham
Kyle and Amanda Morrison 
 – In Honor of Joah, Canden, and Andrik
Knick and Stephanie Myers 
 – In Memory of Veronica Kristof and Kitty Dally
Brian and Mary Nussbaum 
 – In Honor of Mary Clair
Mallory Nygard
Mike and Cindy Patel
Jamie and Trish Russell
Stefan and Susane Schneider 
 – In Honor of Matthew Schneider
Will and Maria Silverberg
Kimberly Stapleton
Steve and Aimee Ventura
Stan and Nicki White
Wenduo Zhou 
 – In honor of Emma Chou
Anonymous

Green and White Circle
Gifts up to $99



PROUD SUPPORTER

upgrade the
way you pizza

TM

Sponsors

AMANDA R. PERRY, CPNP

Proud supporter of SJN Mustangs

S o u t h E a s t B a n k . c o m

Proud Supporter of St. John Neumann Athletics

Branded Apparel | Graphic Design | Printed Materials 
Promotional Products | Warehousing | Fulfillment

HelloGarage.com | 865-518-6001

Brian M. Tonne, M.D.

(865) 546-2663
www.uosortho.com



Receive a $10 Raffle Ticket for Every 
$25 You Donate to the SJNCS Annual Fund! 

Details inside!

To learn about other ways to give to SJNCS, or to ask any questions about the SJNCS Annual Fund, please 
contact:

Patrick Wade
Director of Development (and proud SJNCS Dad)

St. John Neumann Catholic Church and School
(865)777-3410

pwade@sjnknox.org
sjnknox.org/annualfund

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!


